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Severn Valley Country Park, 

Alveley, Shropshire:  WV15 6NG 

OS GR: SO756838 
 

The Severn Valley Country Park, Alveley, 

Shropshire, borders the River Severn on its 

eastern bank, and lies directly opposite the 

village of Highley on its western bank. Up to 

the end of the 1960s, Alveley was a 

productive coal mining area.  The Highley coal 

field ceased to be productive just before the 

Second World War (see Information Sheet 6 

‘The Wyre Forest Coalfield’) 

 

There is not 

much to be 

seen of 

Alveley’s 

mining past 

that came to 

an end just 

over 40 years ago. Considerable effort has 

been put into remodelling the old mining site 

since then into, what is now, a very attractive 

country park, with a mix of woodland and 

grassed areas.  The picture shows, what 

appears to be, a sparsely planted area of 

grassland.  This has been deliberately planted 

to look like this in order to reveal what was 

once a coal spoil heap in recognition of the 

site’s industrial past. 

 

Elsewhere on the site are the remains of three 

of the old mining buildings, all that now exists 

of the Wyre Forest Coalfield in this area. 

  

The miners’ baths... 

 

 

The mine’s 

administrative 

offices ... 

 

and the well 

preserved weigh 

bridge with its 

office, in which 

the balancing 

mechanism is still 

in evidence. 

 

The geology of Alveley is characterised by the 

red sandstone of the Permian era, some 310 

million years ago, which overlies the earlier 

Carboniferous, rich coal-bearing rocks which 

was why coal mining was such a feature of the 

area, albeit for a relatively short period of 

time 

 

The Visitors’ 

Centre at the 

Severn Valley 

Country Park 

contains a 

display of 

mining-related artefacts, including this 

reconstruction of one of the coal trucks used 

in the Highley and Alveley mines during the 

early and middle part of the 20th century.  The 

wheeled chassis of the coal truck was 

retrieved from the River Severn during the 

rebuilding of the bridge across the Severn, 

and one of the pit workers, who worked at 

the mine at the time of its closure, 

constructed the truck’s wooden 

superstructure in accordance with the way 

this was done at the time. 

 

The blackboard in 

the lower left- 

hand side of the 

picture refers 

visitors to an 

exhibition in the 

Visitors’ Centre of ‘The Alveley Footprints’, 

fossilised footprints of a vertebrate creature 

which walked across the mud in this area 

some 300 million years ago. 



Contributions welcomed from group members 
Email Mike Carter mjcarter44@btinternet.com 

The fossilised footprints were found in 1914 / 

1919, in a local sandstone quarry (near 

Alveley church?), and form part of an 

extensive collection of fossilised tracks which 

are part of the Lapworth Collection (Note: 

The Geology Group will be visiting the 

Lapworth Museum at Birmingham University 

in November 2013). 

 

Members of the group had hoped to visit the 

Alveley quarry, but like Moses of old, leading 

the Children of Israel to the Promised Land, he 

had to be content with just viewing rather 

than setting foot in the Promised Land, so we 

too had to be content with just viewing rather 

than visiting the quarry, as it is inaccessible to 

members of the public. 

 

Although this was somewhat of a 

disappointment, it was perhaps compensated 

for by our being able to view a tufa producing 

stream in the woodland area of the park. 

 

Tufa is a light weight, porous limestone rock, 

produced by lime-rich water, which on 

evaporating, gradually builds up deposits of 

calcium carbonate, which over the course of 

time, produces rock that can be used for 

building. There are no large deposits of tufa at 

Alveley, in fact the nearest, workable deposits 

are in the Teme Valley, around Shelsley 

Walsh, on the borders of Worcestershire and 

Herefordshire. (Focus of the group’s August 

visit) 

 

Ed Andrews, Country 

Park Warden, handles a 

sample of tufa obtained 

from the stream. The 

lime-rich water has a 

tendency to encrust 

objects with layers of 

calcium carbonate, in 

this case, small pieces 

of twig. 

Tufa is used as a building material in the 

stonework of Alveley parish church.  It has 

also been used extensively at nearby Quatt 

parish church, and yet there is no known local 

source for its extraction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The light coloured stone in the picture is tufa. 

It appears, seemingly at random, among the 

more common (local?) red sandstone blocks. 

There seems to be no apparent reason for its 

placement within the courses of the rest of 

the stonework.  Also within the stonework is 

evidence of the use of the grey-green Highley 

sandstone, quarried on the western side of 

the River Severn and brought across to the 

church at Alveley (See Information Sheet 6). 

 

--oo00oo— 

 

For further information 
Reference is made to The Earth Heritage Trust 
publication (2008), ‘The Geopark Way’, (relevant 
pages 21 to 23). 
 
See also The Geological Survey of Great Britain 
(1962), ‘The Geology of the country around 
Droitwich, Abberley and Kidderminster’, for 
references to Shelsley Walsh and ‘tufa’ 
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