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7-9 Parkway, Ludlow SY8 2PG 

A visit to see the Shropshire geological 

collection is one which can be highly 

recommended.  The collection is maintained 

by the Ludlow Museum but is kept at Ludlow 

Library.  The collection is open to viewing by 

members of the public on request – contact 

Ludlow Museum (01584  813665 for details).  

Although not visited on this occasion, the 

Murchison collection of rock samples, fossils 

and other materials associated with 

Murchison’s work on the geology of the area 

in 1837, is on view in Ludlow Museum, Castle 

Square, Ludlow SY8 1AS.  There is an entry 

charge of £1. 

Whilst I cannot speak 

for all, one of the main 

reasons for geology’s 

personal appeal is its 

never failing ability to 

astonish and evoke a 

sense of wonder.  What 

better place then, than 

to be in a room where, 

quite literally, one was surrounded by 

samples, specimens and fossils that 

represented the range of Shropshire’s 

geological sequence from the Pre-Cambrian to 

the last ice age.  

Not only were we in a 

veritable Aladdin’s 

cave of geological 

treasures, we were 

also fortunate in have 

two enthusiastic 

guides, Daniel Lockett 

and Jackie Tweddle, 

museum staff, who 

answered questions and directed our 

attention to some of the collection’s  

highlights. 

Shropshire is fortunate in being geologically 

diverse, where seemingly all but the 

Cretaceous period appears to be represented 

within its county boundaries. This geological 

diversity is very apparent in the resource 

collection. 

It became very obvious almost from the start 

of the visit that a mere two hours was going 

to be woefully inadequate to take in all the 

riches of the collection.   

 

What was interesting to see was the way 

samples had been identified, arranged and 

meticulously catalogued.  It was also helpful 

to gain an awareness of ways to be able to 

recognise fossil structures, particularly those 

found in the early geological periods of the 

Cambrian and Ordovician. 

Although it was 

wonderful to discover 

rarer, less well known 

fossils on display, it 

was as exciting to 

rediscover ‘old friends’ 

such as ‘the Dudley 

bug’ trilobite - 

(Calymene 

blumenbachii), and be 

able to see a range of  examples of  different 

types of trilobites found in other geological 

periods.  Fascinating too to see them – large 

and small – and not only in their more usual 

flat, open form, but unusually, in their closed 

or rolled up form. 



Contributions welcomed from group members 
Email Mike Carter mjcarter44@btinternet.com 

An artist’s impression of a Silurian seascape was 

helpful in being able to make comparisons 

between the pictured creatures and organisms and 

their fossil counterparts – such as the crinoid ... 

and a cephalopod.  The picture below shows Jackie 

Tweddle indicating the chamber in which the 

squid-like creature once lived 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along with some of the fossils of fish and reptiles 

within the collection, there are extremely well 

made life-like - (life-sized?) - models to illustrate 

what some of the creatures might have looked like 

during their lifetimes. 

 One such example is the Rhynchosaur  - a lizard-

like creature living at the time of the Triassic. The 

collection includes a fossilised footprint made by 

this creature, and the combination of life-sized 

model and fossil serves to create quite a powerful 

impression of what life might have been like over 

200 million years ago. 

The pride of the 

collection must 

surely be the 

actual bones – not 

fossils – of a 

mammoth found 

during building 

work excavation 

near Condover in Shropshire in 1986.   

It is conjectured that 

the mammoth had 

wandered into a 

kettlehole – a 

depression left in the 

land formed by 

melting ice, (this being 

the time of the last ice 

age), and finding itself 

unable to get out, had 

become bogged-down 

in the mud, finally dying, and in the course of the 

intervening years, being covered by deposits of 

sand and mud, only to be found, 14,000 or so 

years later in 1986 during excavation for building 

work.  The picture shows a member of the group 

holding one of the mammoth’s ribs. 

Peter Toghill’s book, Geology in Shropshire, (pub. 

Swan Hill Press in 1990 – and reprinted since then) 

is a well illustrated and detailed look at the 

geology of the county. The Shropshire Geological 

Society have produced many short guides to the 

geology within the county. 

 We are grateful for the interest and support 

shown us by museum staff, Daniel Lockett and 

Jackie Tweddle, during our visit to the Shropshire 

Geological Resource Centre at Ludlow Library. 

The Resources are accessible upon request – 

contact Ludlow Museum 01584 813665 


