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 Highley Colliery in the Wyre Forest 

Coalfield 
Location: OS Explorer map 218 744831 

 

“What colliery? Where?, are probably words 

that spring to mind on entering the Severn 

Valley Country Park car park at Highley in 

Shropshire. So efficient has been the 

refurbishment of the sometime colliery site, 

that little, if anything, remains of what was 

once, in the late 19th and 20th centuries, a 

flourishing coal field. The conservationists are 

to be congratulated on the way in which an 

industrial site has been returned to nature, 

but it is sad to think that there is nothing that 

remains to 

mark the 

significance 

of this 

area’s 

industrial 

past. 

 

Reg Fisher, our guide for the visit is to be 

congratulated on the thoroughness of his 

research and for his ability to evoke for us the 

spirit of the lost colliery.  This is a good 

example of a visit showing the relationship of 

the geology of the area to its industrial past. 

 

The car park was once the heart of the 

working colliery – railways and buildings 

would once have occupied the space.   

 

The 

building, 

hiding 

behind the 

trees that 

have been 

allowed to 

grow on the site, is all that remains of the 

colliery – at the time, this was the its 

administrative centre. 

 

Just 

behind 

the toilet 

block in 

the car 

park is 

the site 

of the  

building that housed the screening process 

where coal was brought to be sifted, screened 

or graded into particular sizes – all that 

remains is a barely noticeable heap of 

concrete and metal work gradually being 

hidden by the encroaching undergrowth. 

 

The path leading down towards the River 

Severn and Highley SVR station, was once the 

site of the inclined railway used to transport 

the coal from the mines to the river and 

railway for transportation. At the bottom end 

of the path is a cutting through a fine example 

of the grey-green Highley Sandstone. 

 

 

The rock is 

deposited 

in well 

bedded, 

horizontal 

strata.  

 

 

 

The green colour is the result of sediments 

being laid down in the humid, swampy, 

oxygen deficient conditions of the 

Carboniferous Period some 310 mya, in 

contrast to the red, oxygen rich sandstone 

formed in semi-arid desert conditions of a 

later period, and typical of a large part of the 

geology on the Alveley side of the River 

Severn. 



Reference is made to Field Trip notes produced by Reg Fisher (2013), and to the Shropshire Geological Society’s guide 
(2007): Severn Valley – Bridgnorth to Highley – Rocks that Make the Landscape, ) and to H&W Earth Heritage Trust 
(2009): The Geopark Way 

 

 

The faces of the cutting reveal evidence of 

pickaxe marks showing how the rock was 

worked to make the cutting many years ago. 

 

Although not 

taken from this 

particular site, 

the grey-green 

Highley 

Sandstone was 

quarried nearby 

and taken down 

river to 

Worcester 

Cathedral where 

it was one of the 

significant stones 

to be used in the cathedral building, its darker 

colour contrasting well with lighter coloured 

limestones. (See WF U3A Geology Group Info 

Sheet 5). 

 

Coal mining in Highley began in the 1878 and 

continued (at Highley) until the 1930s, at 

which time the coal was worked out. Mining 

continued across the River Severn at Alveley 

from 1936 to 1969 when mining in this area 

ceased, although there had been mining in 

the area from medieval times. 

 

The best coal mined at Highley was called 

Brooch Coal, with the seam being 2 metres 

thick. It became impractical to mine the coal 

at Highley in the late 1930s, and the easterly 

dipping seam was explored at Alveley where 

the shafts were much deeper than at Highley. 

Highley. The shafts at Highley went down to 

over 300m, but at Alveley they were much 

deeper at well over 350m in depth. 

 

Much of the shallow coal at Highley was low 

grade, sulphur coal.  By 1957, over 1000 men 

were employed at the Alveley mine producing 

300,000 tons of coal. 

 

All that 

remains 

to 

remind 

the 

visitor 

that this 

was once a flourishing mining area is the rather 

forlorn winding wheel from a pit head, displayed 

near to the entrance to the country park. Closer 

inspection of the wheel reveals that it is not from 

the immediate area, but from Leicestershire, and it 

rests, somewhat incongruously, on slate, (not a 

local rock),  rather than on the grey-green Highley 

sandstone or the red Alveley sandstone – which 

would be more appropriate!  

 

Close by the 

pit head 

wheel is a 

single, pit 

wagon, filled 

with weeds 

rather than 

coal, on a short length of track. 

 

Standing by the pit head wheel, Reg deftly 

brought the visit to a conclusion, by reading 

aloud reminiscences from two local men who 

had worked in the Highley colliery during the 

early and middle part of the 20th century.  A 

fitting tribute to a bygone industrial age. 


