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Wightwick Manor (NT), Wolver-

hampton, OS Landranger 139 GR: 

SJ868985 and West Park SJ905993 

An erratic – a large pebble or boulder which 

has been transported some distance away 

from its source – e.g by a glacier (glacial 

erratic). (Penguin Dictionary of Geology) 

 

A line of boulders– some of the examples of glacial erratics on 

display at Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton 

For many years, perhaps for as long as people 

have lived in this part of the world, the 

presence of large boulders, some of 

considerable proportions and clearly not part 

of the geology of the region, has been an 

enigma for many.   

 

Examples of large boulders – glacial erratics to be found at 

West Park, Wolverhampton 

 

 

As an interest in the study of geology 

blossomed in the late C18th and early C19th, 

questions were being asked about what these 

boulders were, where had they come from – 

for they certainly weren’t of local origin, how 

had they got there, who or what had 

transported them to their current resting 

places? 

On the continent at this time, where glaciers 

and the powerful effect of their movement 

could be observed, it was beginning to be 

understood by such geologists as Louis 

Agassiz, a contemporary of William Buckland 

and Sir Roderick Murchison, both eminent 

British geologists of the mid-C19th, that 

glaciers could carry and deposit large boulders 

over considerable distances.  Murchison, 

although conceding the effect that glaciation 

could have on the landscape and geology of a 

region, could not quite accept the fact that 

glaciers could scour the land and transport 

such massive weights as evidenced by the 

boulders found in the Wolverhampton area. 

 

Using a drift map to study the possible route of some of the 

erratics found in West Park, Wolverhampton – whose origins 

are thought to be from Kircudbrightshire, Scotland 

 

 



Contributions welcomed from group members 
Email Mike Carter mjcarter44@btinternet.com 

The visit was led by Reg Fisher who has been 

fascinated by the geology and the local history 

of the glacial erratics to be found in the 

Wolverhampton area.  Reg has written a short 

paper on the subject, from which much of the 

information appearing in this information 

sheet is drawn and for which my thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reg Fisher’s paper on glacial erratics 

Reg’s paper not only contains information 

about the geology of these glacial erratics, it 

also features the municipal records of the 

mid/late C19th relating to the discovery and 

movement of these massive chunks of rock, 

for there was considerable local interest in 

what these rocks were and where they had 

originally come from and how they came to 

be in the area, so much so, that several were 

moved to West Park in Wolverhampton and 

were displayed as features of interest for the 

public to view. 

The massive erratic featured on the front of 

Reg’s paper is also on display in West Park, 

Wolverhampton.  It carries a plaque bearing 

the inscription: 

Block of Felsite from Arenig Mountain, 

Merionethshire. Carried by ice during the 

glacial period.  Found in Boulder Clay near 

junction of Oak Street and Gt. Brickkiln Street. 

Removed to Park 1881. 

 

These rocks serve to remind us of the extent 

of the range of glaciation in this part of the 

world, as well as the incredible power of ice to 

scour the landscape and transport massive 

rocks over such vast distances. 

 


