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 Teme Bank Geology Trail, Ludlow, 

Shropshire 
GR SO510746 (Ludlow Castle) 
 
There never seems to be a ‘right’ time to visit 
a geological site – winter is best to see the 
rock faces comparatively free of vegetation – 
but then it is cold and frequently wet; 
summer the vegetation often obscures much 
of the rock face, but it is warmer ... and 
sometimes wet! Enough of the moaning! That 
being so, whatever the season and the 
weather, there cannot be many more 
attractive walks than the walk along the River 
Teme in Ludlow, with Ludlow castle as a 
backdrop – and the geology is interesting too. 
 

The Teme Bank Trail is an easy walk, taking 
about an hour to complete – this includes 
time to stop and study the various rock 
exposures along the way.  There is a short 
section of uneven steps, and an uphill walk 
from the river back into the town. There are 
plenty of places for refreshment within the 
town. 
 
A useful, 
illustrated guide 
to the walk is 
available from the 
museum in the 
town’s square, 
adjacent to the 
castle. The walk 
begins at the 
castle gate and 
circles the castle 
walls, dipping 

down to the river and 
Dinham Bridge. Halfway 
down this path is the 
first of the trail 
observation points – an 
opportunity to see the 
nature of the rock on 
which the castle and 
much of the town is 
built. The rock is Silurian 
limestone and is laid 
down in gently sloping 
strata of varying 
thicknesses, providing 
an indication of the 
conditions in which the rock was first formed 
some 419 mya – in tropical conditions, south 
of the equator. 
 
Crossing Dinham Bridge, the trail continues 
alongside the river.  There are several 
observation points along the course of the 
walk, many with fossil plaques to indicate 
geological points of interest.  The printed 
guide is helpful, although some of the views 
are obscured by the lush vegetation. It was 
difficult to see the apex of the anticline which 
runs NE to SW (between the 3rd and 4th 
observation points) across the river where the 
strata changes the direction of dip.  

 
This picture taken close 
to the 4

th
 observation 

point, illustrates the 
nature of the rock strata 
and its gentle dip. Pock 
marking shows where 
lime has dissolved out of the rock – these may 
once have been fossils or lime nodules 

 
  



The vertical face of the rock along this stretch 
of the river is known as Whitcliffe, or White 
Cliff, named for the white deposit or crust of 
lime that has leached out of the limestone 
rock, leaving the rock face looking white. 
 

 
 
Close to the weir, the path climbs away from 
the river up a short flight of uneven stone 
steps.  The adjacent rock strata are quite thick 
and blocky at this point, and one can see how 
the stone steps have been made from this 
thick strata. 

 
At the top of the flight of steps, the path 
levels off once again and overlooks the river 
with good views of the town of Ludlow and its 
prominent church tower. Set back from the 
path the white cliff presents an imposing face 

to view. Fragments of fossilised shells can be seen 
in some of the rock strata and rock debris, but 
although the Silurian limestone of this area is 
renowned for its fossils, we were unsuccessful in 
finding anything dramatic – no matter how hard 
we looked! 

 
From this point the trail dips down to the road at 
Ludford Bridge. Just up from the bridge is the site 
of the world famous Ludlow Bone Bed. 

 
This narrow band of rock at one time contained a 
high density of fossils from the Silurian. Over the 
course of time fossil hunters have stripped the 
rock of its treasures.  The site is now protected as 
a triple SSSI.  
 
Thin, fragile 
undulating beds of 
limestone at 
Ludford Corner. 
 
The town museum’s 
John Norton gallery 
contains a range of 
fossils found in the 
area, as well as memorabilia associated with the 
famous 19

th
 century geologist, Sir Roderick 

Murchison, whose research in the locality helped 
to define the Silurian period. 
 

The Teme Bank Trail guide is produced by Shropshire County Museum 

Service, Shropshire Wildlife Trust and Shropshire Geological Society – see 

www.shropshiregeology.org.uk 

http://www.shropshiregeology.org.uk/

