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Although based at the University of 
Worcester, the Earth Heritage Trust (EHT) is 
not formally linked with the University. The 
Trust is a not-for-profit organisation and has 
been involved with aspects of geological 
conservation for the past few years, and the 
focus of its activities of identifying, surveying 
and protecting earth heritage is within the 
counties of Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 
 
EHT works to locate, record and designate 
Local Geological Sites (LGS), once known as 
Regionally Important Geological Sites (RIGS) – 
at present there are over 200 such sites within 
the two counties. Some of these sites have 
‘Champions’ associated with them – groups of 
volunteers who work to look after and 
maintain sites so that the geology is revealed 
to visitors in the best possible way.  One such 
site is the Barnt Green Quarry in the Lickey 
Hills, near Birmingham (see our information 
sheet 3) 
 

 
 
The Trust also carries out research and 
conservation work on Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI), of which there are 35 
in the two counties. 
 
Two of the Trust’s most outstanding 
achievements are the partnerships that have 
been developed in association with other 

bodies such as DEFRA and Advantage West 
Midlands – most notably, the Abberley and 
Malvern Hills and Cotswold Hills Geoparks 
and, most impressively, the very well 
illustrated and user-friendly guide to the 109 
mile Geopark Way – which traces the geology 
of the region from Bridgnorth to 
Minsterworth in Gloucester. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arising out of its work on the location, 
surveying and recording of noteworthy sites 
of geological interests is the range of 
publications known as the ‘’Explore’ Trail 
Guides – there are some 26 guides, some of 
which are concerned with trails identifying 
rocks used as stone for buildings – such as the 
Bewdley Town and Worcester Cathedral trails 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These trails are well researched and superbly 
illustrated with maps, diagrams and 
photographs, and are written in a user-
friendly manner with the complexities and 
terminology so frequently associated with 
geology explained so as to make the trail 
accessible to the lay person. The cost per 
guide is about £2, providing very good value. 

mailto:eht@worc.ac.uk
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Contributions welcomed from group members 
Email Mike Carter mjcarter44@btinternet.com 

The Trust itself is situated in a suite of rooms 
on the University of Worcester, St. John’s 
campus.  As well as containing detailed 
records of the geology of the two counties, 
there are also maps and reports of the local 
geology which can be accessed by members 
of the public, on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were well  received  by the EHT staff when 
we visited the centre at Worcester, and were 
given an informative overview of the nature 
and work of the Trust by Julie Harrald, and an 
opportunity to have a look at some of the 
many resources contained within the centre 
which were explained by librarian, John 
Payne. 
 
We were also introduced to the 1,000 years 
of Building Stones Project by Beth Andrews, a 
geologist working on one of the major 
projects in which the EHT is currently 
engaged. 
 
Beth explained how the project was seeking 
to identify the stones used in buildings within 
the two counties, in an attempt to link them 
to the quarries from which they were 
extracted.  This is involving many volunteers 
in the identification of buildings containing a 
significant amount of stone in their 
construction, and having done that, tracing 
the records associated with the construction 
of the building, such as receipts for 
consignments of stone, back to the quarries 
from which they came. 
 

 
A display featuring some of the resources 
available for examination at the EHT Resource 
Centre. 
 

 
 
An example of the way in which geology is 
apparent in the stones used in the 
construction of Worcester Cathedral – 
contained in the EHT ‘Explore’ building stones 
trail guide to Worcester Cathedral. (See also 
our information sheet no.5) 
 
EHT produces an occasional news bulletin 
which provides information about its current 
activities. 
 
 
 
 
Next visit: We hope to make a return visit on 
the 26th  March to Saltwells in Dudley, to see 
Doulton’s Pit  

Wyre Forest U3A Geology Group would like to thank Julie 

Harrald, Beth Andrews and John Payne for their support 

and hospitality  


