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 Dudley Museum, St James’s 

Road, Dudley, DY1 1HU 

It is difficult to park near the museum. There are ample 

car parking spaces surrounding the town centre – e.g. 

leave the Dudley Southern By-Pass (A461) at one of the 

roundabouts nearest the town for access to car parks. 

Dudley boasts a rich geological heritage, for it 

had thick coal seams, limestone, clay fit for 

making not only pottery ware and bricks, but 

also crucibles for molten metal and glass 

working, sand suitable for making glass and 

ironstone.  It is therefore no wonder that it 

has been at the centre of industrialisation at 

least since the late 17th century. 

  

Dudley has eminent connections with one of 

geology’s most famous characters – Sir 

Roderik Murchison who visited the area in 

1839, with the purpose of revealing the 

nature and extent of the geology of the area. 

The photograph above is one of the displays 

featuring some of Murchison’s drawings of 

Silurian fossils 

Mining and quarrying in the area constantly 

revealed a magnificent range of fossils 

especially from the Silurian and Carboniferous 

periods, and these eventually were placed in 

the town’s museum which justifiably has an 

international reputation for its Silurian 

collection of fossils. 

The museum contains about 20,000 geological 

specimens. There are fine displays of minerals 

and gemstones, as well as well as fossil and 

rock samples – local and from different parts 

of the world. 

 

Richard Durkin, one of the museum’s 

curators, gave us an informative and 

entertaining tour of the museum’s geological 

displays. 

 

At the time of our visit, the museum was 

featuring a display on the ‘Heroes of Geology’, 

which includes such distinguished geologists 

as Murchison, Adam Sedgwick and Charles 

Lapworth and also the little known, but 
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important 19th century scientist, Alfred 

Wallace, whose work on S.E Asian and S. 

American animals led to him become 

recognised, along with Charles Darwin, as co-

proposer of the theory of evolution.  

 

Dudley is famous for its adoption of the 

trilobite, Calymene blumenbachii, as one of its 

emblems, and trilobites certainly thrived in 

the tropical seas that were a feature of the 

geography of the region some 430mya. The 

photograph shows one of the museum’s 

displays devoted to the trilobite in its many 

forms, though interestingly, Dudley trilobites 

are not preserved. 

 

This photograph features a display of parts of 

fossilised trees mainly from the Carboniferous 

period, many of which would have been 

found during the extensive coal mining that 

took place during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

 

On entering the museum, one is greeted by 

the (replica?) skull of a gigantic Tyrannosaur . 

What is interesting about this skull is that it 

shows extensive damage to the lower jaw, the 

result of a fight or fights with other dinosaurs. 

The wound shows signs of having healed 

somewhat over the course of time, but it  

serves to give us a brief insight into the way of 

life of such creatures. 

 

The life-sized models of a woolly mammoth, from 

the period of the last ice age 10,000 ya,  and 

Baryonyx (‘heavy claw’), a fish eating dinosaur 

from the Cretaceous period, help to produce an 

atmosphere that stimulates curiosity on the part 

of the visitor. 

 The members of the Wyre Forest U3A Geology Group would like 

to thank Adrian Durkin of the Dudley Museum staff, for his 

interest in, and support of, this visit. 


