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 Southstone Rock, Shelsley Walsh, 

Worcestershire.  

GR SO708639 
 

In the August issue of Worcestershire Wildlife 

(issue no. 127), Mike Averill, a member of the 

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust, writes 

succinctly about the geology of 

Worcestershire, (What ‘Makes’ 

Worcestershire), and identifies Southstone 

Rock as being, ‘one of the (county’s) hidden 

treasures.’ 

 

Most, if not all 

the members of 

the group, 

would certainly 

agree with 

Mike Averill’s 

comments, for 

this visit was 

one of those 

occasions 

where we were 

experiencing 

something new which was truly awe-inspiring 

and breathtaking in its discovery. 

 

Much of the excitement of this discovery was 

due to Reg Fisher’s inspirational leadership of 

the visit and his thorough research and 

preparation.  Reg’s enthusiasm for sharing his 

passion for one of his favourite rural haunts 

was apparent and we discovered much, not 

only about the geology of the area, but also 

about its history too. 

 

This being 

summer, the 

track up to 

Southstone Rock 

from the floor of 

the Teme Valley, 

was overgrown with lush vegetation.  

Realising that the enjoyment of the visit 

would be spoilt for members if they had to 

battle through dense undergrowth, it says 

much for Reg’s thoughtfulness in preparation 

that he, ably 

assisted by Roy 

Hall, had spent 

time before the 

visit in clearing 

a path through 

some of the 

more impenetrable vegetation – for which we 

were grateful. 

 

Southstone Rock is formed of tufa, a 

lightweight, white-ish / grey, porous, 

calcareous rock.  

The spring of 

water that forms 

the tufa which is 

rich in calcium 

carbonate, issues 

from the Old Red Sandstone of the area, and 

the Bishop’s Frome limestone, formerly 

known as the Psammosteus limestone so mis-

named for the fossilised fish found in that 

horizon. 

 

The stream carrying this rich calcareous 

material has, over the course of time, and 

even today, continues to coat whatever 

material lies within its flow – twigs, leaves, 

moss, snail shells etc with deposits of calcium 

carbonate.   

 

Gradually over the course of time, (at least 

6,700 

years), 

according to 

radiocarbon 

dating, thick 

beds of tufa 

have been 

formed, 
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resulting in what 

we see today as 

large cliffs of tufa.   

 

 

Within these cliffs 

are fissures, wide 

enough to walk 

through, and caves 

that have in the 

past been used for 

shelter.  

 

In mediaeval times, 

a hermitage was 

sited here, (no trace 

of this remains today), and monks from the 

abbey at Evesham which owned the land, 

sheltered here. 

 

Southstone Rock has been an important site 

in the area for hundreds of years. It lies on the 

Roman saltway running from Droitwich to 

Leominster. The mineral-rich springs have 

been venerated for their healing and spiritual 

properties, and the lightweight, easily worked 

tufa rock was used as a building stone in local 

churches, such as the nearby St. Andrew’s 

parish church in Shelsley Walsh, the church at 

Quatt, near Bridgnorth, and in the transept 

crossing vaulting of Worcester cathedral (see 

March Information Sheet 5) 

 

St. Andrew’s 

parish church is of 

Norman origin, 

the evidence of 

this is to be found 

in the arch and 

pillars framing the 

doorway into the 

church in the 

north porch. 

The guide book to St. Andrew’s church states 

that the church is built of ‘travertine, 

otherwise known as tufa.’ Travertine, 

although chemically identical to tufa, is the 

term generally applied to the hard, smooth 

surface overlying tufa.  This enables the rock 

to be worked and polished, whereas the more 

open, porous surface of tufa, although easily 

worked, is difficult to polish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Carter 

August 2013 

Reference has been made to the following 

publications: 

 Abberley & Malvern Hills Geopark: 

Geology & Landscape Trail Guide: 

Southstone Rock (Herefordshire & 

Worcestershire Earth Heritage 

Trust) 

 

 Geological Survey of Great Britain 

(1976): Geology of the country 

around Droitwich, Abberley and 

Kidderminster 

 

 Worcester Wildlife Issue no 127, 

August 2013, What ‘Makes’ 

Worcestershire, by Mike Averill 

 

 Grateful thanks to Reg Fisher for 

his research, preparation and 

leadership of this visit to 

Southstone Rock 


